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COMMERCIAL SUPPORT POLICY &
GUIDELINES
Unrestricted Educational Grants

In-Kind Donations

COMMERCIAL SUPPORT PROTOCOL FOR ACCREDITED EDUCATION


· The Office of Continuing Medical Education in the Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences is committed to providing highest quality educational activities to the professional health care community. The UB CME Office strictly adheres to the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education. The success of continuing medical education activities certified through our office relies on our ability to work closely with both faculty planning committees and industry representatives to deliver programs that positively impact all participants and strongly uphold the standards of commercial support as outlined by the ACCME.
· All CME educational grant requests must be reviewed by the Director of Continuing Medical Education, prior to submission and when a request for grant funding has been approved.


IMPORTANT:

1. The UB CME Office must be aware of all approved grants from Ineligible Companies and sign Letters of Agreement. 
Please      contact the UB CME Director: Alicia Blodgett, amblodge@buffalo.edu  as soon as you are aware that a request for grant funding has been approved.
2. UB Department or Joint Provider Responsibilities to be aware of and comply to:

· ACCME Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education
· Conflict of Interest and Disclosure Policy of the Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences
· The Physician Payments Sunshine Act
· Ineligible Company’s grant application guidelines
· The ACCME defines “Ineligible Companies” as those whose primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing healthcare products used by or on patients. Examples of such organizations include Pharmaceutical companies and distributers, and device manufacturers and or distributers. For additional information, please visit https://www.accme.org/
	UB CME OFFICE COMMERCIAL SUPPORT PROCESS

	STEP 1

CME Application
Approved and Certification Letter Received from UB CME Director.

	STEP 2

Dept completes draft grant application & sends to UB CME Director.

	STEP 3

UB CME reviews application & provides

approval BEFORE submission. Dept submits application to Ineligible Company AFTER review.
	STEP 4

If grant is approved,

a fully executed Letter of Agreement* is required and must be signed by the UB CME Director.
	STEP 5
UB CME Office provides commercial support learner disclosure 


	STEP 6

Dept sends post-

activity report to Ineligible Company (if required)




*All Fully Executed Letter of Agreement (signed by all parties) must be received by the CME Office prior to the Activity.
	SUMMARY OF ACCME’S STANDARDS FOR INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE IN ACCREDITED CONTINUING EDUCATION
Visit ACCME’s Website For Full Description Of: ACCME’S STANDARDS FOR INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE IN ACCREDITED CONTINUING EDUCATION


	STANDARD
	BRIEF DESCRIPTION

	STANDARD 1:

Ensure Content is Valid
	Education must be fair and balanced and that any clinical content presented supports safe, effective patient care. Education should be based on current science, evidence, and clinical

reasoning, while giving a fair and balanced view of diagnostic and therapeutic options.



	STANDARD 2:

Prevent Commercial Bias and Marketing in Accredited Continuing

Education
	Accredited continuing education must protect learners from commercial bias and marketing by ensuring decisions related to the planning, faculty selection, delivery, and evaluation of accredited education are made independently from an ineligible company. Contact information of learners must not be shared with any ineligible company or its agents without the explicit consent of the individual learner.

	STANDARD 3:

Identify, Mitigate, and Disclose Relevant Financial Relationships
	The accredited provider is responsible for identifying relevant financial relationships  between individuals in control of educational content and ineligible companies and managing these to ensure they do not introduce commercial bias into the education. Financial relationships of any dollar amount are defined as relevant if the educational      content is related to the business lines or products of the ineligible company.

	STANDARD 4:

Manage Commercial Support Appropriately
	Accredited providers that accept commercial support are responsible for ensuring that the education remains independent of the ineligible company and that the support does not result in commercial bias or commercial influence in the education. An agreement must be fully executed prior to the start of the accredited education documenting the terms and conditions of the support.  - UB CME Office Letter of Agreement template available upon request - 
Commercial support must be disclosed prior to the start of the accredited education and must not include the ineligible companies’ corporate or product logos, trade names, or
product group messages.

	STANDARD 5:

Manage Ancillary Activities Offered in Conjunction with Accredited Continuing

Education
	Accredited providers are responsible for ensuring that education is separate from marketing by ineligible companies—including advertising, sales, exhibits, and promotion— and from nonaccredited education offered in conjunction with accredited continuing education. Educational materials that are part of accredited education must not contain any marketing produced by or for an ineligible company.

Marketing, exhibits, and nonaccredited education will not occur in the educational space
within 30 minutes before or after an accredited education activity.


· Educational materials that are part of a CME activity cannot contain any advertising, corporate logos, trade name, or a product- group message. The non-CME elements of a CME activity (schedules, basic content descriptions, event website) can include advertisements of an ineligible company. 

· Product-promotion material or product-specific advertisement of any type is prohibited in or during CME activities.

· Marketing, exhibits, and satellite symposia held by an ineligible company cannot occur in the educational space within 30 minutes before or after CME content.

· Commercial companies are prohibited from displaying and sharing information about their services and products in areas where the accredited learning activity occurs.I 

· All promotion or discussion of products and services must be done in the designated exhibit space. Exhibit placement/location must not interfere with the CME activities and must be physically separated from the places in which accredited educational content are held (for example, for face-to-face live meetings, separated by a wall, in a different room, or on a separate floor of the meeting venue, for virtual formats, on a different tab of the virtual meeting's website, away from CME content).

· Representatives of ineligible companies are not allowed to engage in sales or promotional activities while in the accredited educational program space.

· Representatives of ineligible companies must remove their company name badges while in the educational activity space.

· Branding and commercial marketing (including company names and corporate logos) are not allowed on items such as registration bags, pens, or lanyards.

· Social events that are funded by commercial promotion cannot compete with (in other words, occur at the same time) nor take precedence over CME content. Signs, table tents, podium signs, and centerpieces regarding commercially promoted social events are prohibited from being placed inside the education space.

· Any mention of exhibits (i.e. information about their location, hours, or scheduled exhibit breaks) cannot be listed the same space or time as educational content, and must be designated with a note stating, “Please note: Non-CME promotional events.”

· Moderators and program chairs are responsible for monitoring on-site activity, intervening as necessary in any possible violations, in order to ensure that the commercial promotion requirements are appropriately followed
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